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what it was best to say. Presently, his hand fell 
heavily upon my knee. 

"Tell me one thing more," he added, in a low, in- 
tense voice. " What is one to do when he believes, 
even if he does not know of a surety, that there is a 
man in the world — in her world, too — who could be 
to the woman he loves all that he has failed to be ? 
What should he do in such a case ? " 
; " Hal ! " 

: "I believe just that, Grey., I have believed it for 
six-months. Pleasant state of things, isn't it ? " 
| "jNow that you have said that much, you must say 
jnbre," I answered.. " What do" you mean by these 

strange words ? " 

" Have you seen Fayette .Blackmann since he came 
back from Heidelburg ? " 
"Never. Haven't Jiad a glimpse of him." 
"That is because you were away, so much for 
months before we enlisted. He was in Hilltop half 
the time." 

" He used to be a good-enough sort of a fellow 
before he went abroad," I said ; " I hope they have 
not spoiled him over there. But it is not he you are 
talking about ? " 

• " It is, though, he answered, his face darkening. 
"But I tell you what it is, Grey, I will not do the 
man injustice. He is just the one to charm the fancy 
of a girl like Thyrza. He. is all that. I am- not— all 
that she wishes I was. He is interested in all the 
things that interest her— in poetry, music, and every 
thing that I am such a dolt about, He can lead her 
where I only follow her afar off; and with all his 
careless grace of manner, his easy flow of talk, I feel 
like a great, clumsy idiot beside him." 

" Fayette Blackmann may be Adonis and Apollo and 
Mercury all in one, for aught I know," I replied ; " 1 
will not dispute you. But it does not follow that you 
have any occasion for jealousy." 

My words stung him, and he sprang up from the 
log on which he was sitting, 

" Jealousy !" he cried. " Am I jealous ? Do you 
look at it in that way ? Jealous !" 

" But what else is it?" I asked. " Look here, Hal. 
Do you think that because a woman is engaged — or 
married, even — she must become at once blind and 
deaf? I can understand how a cultivated woman 
may enjoy the society of a cultivated man, and yet 
not have the slightest idea of falling in love with 
him." 

I spoke with some heat, for I had always liked 
Thyrza Harrington. 
He turned white as a sheet. 

" You do not comprehend," he said, with a certain 
quiet dignity. " I am casting no aspersions upon 
Thyrza. It is not easy for a man to say what I have 
said to-night ; and you may have misunderstood the 
words wrung from me by pride and passion. I do 
not think she is even aware how this man has come 
in between her and me. But I see it ; and what am 
I to do about it ? Am I to sit still, like a craven, and 
let her drift helplessly into my arms, when I believe 
she would be happier in the arms of another ? What 
ani I to do about it, Grey?" 

"For God's sake, do nothing rash !" I exclaimed, 
drawing him out into the road, where the few remain- 
ing rays of daylight fell upon his face. " I do believe 
you are mistaken, Hal. For God's sake, and for your 
own soul's sake, do nothing rash !" 

" I will not act hastily ; and I will try to do what 
seems to be right," he said, putting his arm over my 
shoulder. " But Life plays at cross purposes with 
us, from first to last." 

He stood for a moment looking off into the west, 
wnere the camp-fires of the Grand Army stretched 
away for miles and miles, twinkling like stars in the 
distance. Near by, our own white tents looked ghost- 
like in the gathering darkness. Occasionally a roll 
of the drums sounded like far-off thunder, or a bugle- 
note shot upward through the stillness. Hal turned 
toward me, smiling sadly. 

" It is just as I said, Grey. If some stray bullet 
would clear up this muddle it would be a lucky thing ; 
but the little devils never find out those who would 
welcome them, and Hal Brainard is the safest man in 
this regiment." 

There was a battle the next day. Poor Jack ! we 
left his sunny, boyish curls behind us on the bloody 
field. I had a ball through my right shoulder ; but 
as for Hal, he walked in the fiery furnace without so 
much as the smell of fire upon his garments. 

It would be weeks — months, perhaps — before I 
could use my arm; and in the hot, sweltering hos- 
pital I longed, with an unspeakable longing, for the 



fresh breezes blowing cool from our mountain peaks ; 
so they sent me home. 

The fatigue of the journey brought on a low, ner- 
vous fever. Thyrza came often to see me. She was 
very quiet and subdued in manner, with a deeper 
womanliness about her that seemed to have been 
gained at the expense of somewhat of the old glow 
and sparkle ; but I thought her lovelier than ever, 
with her soft, grey eyes, and an appealing look about 
the mouth that had grown so wondrously tender. 

She was not inclined to talk much of Hal, and I 
had a sort of uncomfortable consciousness, growing 
out of the recollection of my last conversation with 
the poor fellow, that kept me silent also. 

Fayette Blackmann, as I soon learned, had opened a 
law office in an adjoining town, was building a fine 
house, and was making himself prominent in politi- 
cal circles. He was evidently no mere diletante, 
but the rising man of the county ; and I could but 
acknowledge to myself that if he chose to enter the 
lists he would indeed be a formidable rival. Whether 
he had done so or not, every week brought him to 
Hilltop. 

One evening I saw them ride by on horseback — he 
and Thyrza. Perhaps it was only the exercise and 
the excitement, but there was a glow upon her cheek, 
a light and radiance about her, that I had not seen 
since my return, and Blackmann's eyes dwelt upon 
her in undisguised admiration. My heart hardened 
against them both. 

" It is the old story of the one ewe lamb," I mut- 
tered, as the graceful riders disappeared over the 
brow of the hill. " Verily, verily, history repeats 
itself." 

There was another great battle, and again the heart 
of the nation was stirred to its centre. Two nights 
afterwards, as I sat upon the piazza, with Thyrza Har- 
rington on a low seat beside me, the daily Tribune was 
placed in my hands. 

I opened it. There were the three fearful lists that 
had become so terribly familiar : " Killed," " Wound- 
ed," " Missing." As I ran my eye hurriedly down the 
long columns, in the very first I read the name of 
Hal Brainard. 

My face must have told the tale, for I did not 
speak one word ; but Thyrza sprang up with clasped 
hands, struggled for a moment in a vain effort at 
utterance, and then sank at my feet in a huddled, 
pitiful, white heap. 

My arm was still powerless, and I was, besides, 
worn with fever. I called to my mother, I screamed, 
I shouted ; but there was not a soul within hearing, 
and I could only put back the hair from her white 
forehead, and fan her with that fatal newspaper. After 
a few moments, that seemed ages, she sat up and 
looked about her with an air of bewilderment. 

"The paper," she said at length; "I want the 
paper?' 

I gave it to her silently — what was there to say ? — 
and she looked at the name for a moment with a 
fixed, tearless gaze. Then she slowly gathered her- 
self up, and, with the paper still clasped in her hand, 
walked unsteadily down to the gate and disappeared. 
Months passed. I had been discharged from the 
service, for it seemed impossible that I should ever 
be strong enough to return to the field again. Thyrza, 
a saddened, patient woman now, rather than the 
sparkling, brilliant girl who had so bewitched poor 
Hal Brainard — this Thyrza and I were much together. 
We did not often talk of Hal, but his memory was a 
bond between us, and I knew at last how well she 
had loved him. It had all been a mistake, a mis- 
apprehension on Hal's part, growing chiefly out of 
his own modesty, and the slight valuation that he 
placed upon his own attractions. Fayette Blackmann 
was an old friend, and was betrothed to one of her 
cousins — "only that, and nothing more." The young 
couple were married that autumn, and the beautiful 
mansion received its destined occupant. 

I never told Thyrza what passed between Hal and 
me that night in Virginia. If she had ever noticed 
any change in the tone of his letters, she had evi- 
dently attributed it to the haste in which they were 
often written on the march, or on battle-fields. Why 
should I disturb her? 

I was alone in the cottage one night. My mother 
had gone to watch with a sick neighbor, and I sat by 
the blazing fire lost in a waking dream. It was early 
— for I had just heard the whistle of the evening 
train, though, in those short December days, it had 
been dark for hours. A step upon the piazza startled 
me, and I felt, rather than saw, that somebody was 
looking through the blinds. In another moment, 



Hal Brainard, bronzed, bearded, no disembodied 
spirit, but a living, breathing specimen of magnificent 
humanity stood before me, holding me with his ear- 
nest eyes. 

I pass over the next few minutes. 
" But now, Hal, tell me how it happened," I said, 
when our first emotions had expended themselves, 
and I had him safe in my easy chair. 

He sat looking into the fire for a full minute before 
he answered. His mouth grew stern and hard. 

" Do you remember the last talk we had? " he asked. 
" You must keep that in mind if you would under- 
stand what I have to tell you. The bullets did not 
find me, Grey. I have never had so much as a scratch. 
The man next me in the ranks was blown to pieces, 
but I was taken prisoner, and when, many months 
afterwards, I escaped and made my way to the Union 
lines, I found I had been reported killed. I saw my 
name in an old Tribune, in the dead list. I said noth- 
ing, but I thought the matter over. Our old regiment 
was all broken up. The path seemed plain before 
me. Hal Brainard was dead, and well out of the way. 
Let him rest. He had neither kith nor kin to mourn 
for him. The new soldier who had arisen from his 
ashes would fight as well under another name, and 
Thyrza would be free, after a few salt tears and a pe- 
riod of decent waiting, to marry a man who would be 
more to her than he could ever have been." 

" But," he went on, after a moment's pause, during 
which his face was convulsed with strong emotion ; 
" but Grey, my dear old friend, I did not think they 
would have married so soon," and his voice faltered. 
" I thought they would have waited at least one little 
year. I deserved as much consideration as that from 
Thyrza Harrington — surely I did." 

I was silent for a minute from sheer bewilderment. 
Then I broke out : 

"Married! Why, Hal— " 

" You see I know all about it," he said, interrupts 
ing me ; " else I should not be here. I saw the names 
on the register at Willard's, Grey — 'Fayette Black- 
mann and wife ' — and by the date of the entry it was 
not three months after my supposed death. It stun- 
ned me, Harrison, and it hardened me. Now I have 
run up here to take just one look at you, and then I 
go back to my work again. You will keep my secret, 
I know, and let her think me dead. It is better so." 
My thoughts had worked themselves clear, at last. 
" Excuse me," I said, " I will be back shortly." 
I darted up the street and was at Thyrza's door in 
less than a minute. 

She was looking over a package of old letters, with 
a faint, trembling color in her cheek. 

" Come with me," I cried ; ' "we want you over to 
our house. Never mind your hair ! that's all right." 
But while she was putting on her hood, I looked at 
her. A slight, graceful figure robed in black ; soft, 
wavy brown hair, that had escaped from its confine- 
ment and floated over her shoulders ; gray eyes, with 
a world of pathos in them ; a sweet tremulous mouth, 
and a forehead sealed with Heaven's own look of 
patience. That was what I saw. 

And it was what Hal Brainard saw, when, two min- 
utes afterwards, he turned as I opened the door 
I stole softly away and left them. 
There is not a doubt that my old comrade was 
dreadfully to blame, somehow. But Thyrza forgave 
him — and so do I. — Julia C. R. Dorr. 



A CHINESE SONG. 

He saw in sight of his house, 

At dusk, as stories tell, 
A woman picking mulberries, 

And he liked her looks right well. 

He struggled out of his chair, 

And began to beckon and call ; 
But she went on picking mulberries, 

Nor looked at him at all. 

" If Famine should follow you, 

He would find the harvest in ; 
You think yourself and your mulberries 

Too good for a Mandarin ! 

I have yellow gold in my sleeve." 
But she answered, sharp and bold — 

" Be off ! Let me pick my mulberries, 
I am bought with no man's gold." 

She scratched his face with her nails, 

Till he turned and fled for life ; 
For the lady picking mulberries 

Was his true and virtuous wife ! 

— Henry Rk/iurds, 



